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pedantry, and that style reveals a familiarity with the
masters of Greek prose, especially with Demosthenes and
Plato.
Basil's brother Gregory was also an ardent foe of the
Arians and Eunomius, against whom he wrote polemical
treatises. Like his brother he composed homiletic works
on various parts of the Bible, and his ascetic side is illustrated
by his tract 'On the true aim of the ascetic life', the motto of
which may be said to be: 'It is the will of God that the soul
be cleansed by grace.' His eloquence and richness of style
are manifested in his funeral orations and letters.
Gregory of Nazianzus became at Constantinople the
champion of the Orthodox against the Arians, but his
polemics were relieved by the inculcation of a true Christian
spirit, as shown in his speech 'On the love of the poor*. He
earned his title of 'Theologus' by his discourses on the
Trinity. If his invectives against the Emperor Julian the
Apostate repel the modern student by their unmeasured
violence, they are yet of the greatest value as a historical
source for the Emperor's conception of a reformed paganism,
while his letters are marked by naturalness and wit. His
poems are of the greatest literary importance: in two of
these—the Evening Hymn and the Exhortation to Virgins
—we have the first examples of the use of the new accentual
metre as distinguished from the quantitative poetry of the
ancient world. Gregory's autobiographical poems have often
been compared with Augustine's Confessions.
Evagrius, a contemporary of the great Cappadocians, is of
significance as reviving in the fourth century the thought of
Origen. With Evagrius the monk takes his place in litera-
ture. He first outlines the aims of Byzantine mysticism, and
though his writings were condemned as heretical under
Justinian, they formed the source of the ascetic works of the
orthodox Maximus the Confessor in the seventh century,
and thus permanently influenced the later development of
Byzantine theological thought. The other primary source of
East Roman mysticism is Dionysius the Areopagite (c. a.d.
500), on whose works commentaries continued to be
written until the thirteenth century. The aim of devotion
for Dionysius is the ecstatic vision of God, when the soul in

